CHAPTER V.

BRITISH ADVANCE FROM KAN GOON.

WE have already seen how, after the capture of the stockades
at Kokine on the 15th December, which was followed by the
complete dispersion of the Burman army, Bandula retreated to
Donubyu, where he succeeded in collecting a considerable force.
Despite the severe defeat which he had suffered, this General seems
to have carried out his retreat in a masterly manner, leaving
detachments on the Lain and Panlang rivers to detain the British
advance.

Active preparations were now made for the advance of the
British force into the interior. Besides the continual arrival of
transports from India, these preparations were assisted by the
return of many of the inhabitants to Rangoon, and their consent
to bring in food, and also by the fact that many watermen had now
entered the service of the British, thus obviating the difficulties
which they would otherwise have had in the navigation of the
Irrawaddy.

Despite these favourable changes in the prospects of the
British force, the advance into the heart of the country was
not, however, without its unpropitious accompaniments. There
was no doubt that all the local resources would be removed from
the reach of the invaders, and it would therefore be necessary to
keep up uninterrupted communication with Rangoon. For this
purpose a large force would have to be left there, and at different
points on the line of march ; and above all, the line of the Irrawaddy
would have to be defended by a large and well equipped flotilla.
Another difficulty was that all transport for the force had to be
brought by sea from Bengal and Madras, from whence few coolies
would consent to embark, and the shipment of cattle was attended
by much delay and loss.

The Bengal cattle, too, were found to be too small and
feeble for field service, and the army was chiefly dependent OB